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VINEGAR AS A PROTECTIVE 
AGAINST SMALL-POX. 
From the Journal fiir Kinderkrankheiten, March and 
April, 1872. 

TRANSLATED BY MAX HELLER, M. D., 

Of Philadelphia. 

During the epidemic of small-pox, Dr. Th. 
Roth, district physician to the principality 
of Liibeck, in his efforts to suppress, or, at 
least, to modify, the severity of the disease, 
remembered the statement of his preceptor, 
Prof. Krugenberg, in a chapter on Orien- 
tal pest, that in the last century, when that 
disease raged so fearfully in Madrid, an or- 
ganized gang of thieves performed the office 
of nurses for the sick, and after death plun- 
dered everything and decamped; it was 
noticed that none of them fell a victim to 
the disease, and upon inquiring what pre- 
ventive they employed, it was found that 
they drank daily a glass full of what is called 
thieves’ vinegar. Dr. R. also mentions that 
some years ago, when a severe contagious 
typhoid fever prevailed in his district, he 
ordered the members of the household and 
nurses of the patients to take, according to 
age, from one-half to one tablespoonful of 
aromatic acid, with excellent results. 

He would have liked to employ the aro- 
matic acid for his experiments in small-pox, 
but that was too costly for most of them; 
consequently he tried the common vinegar 
found in every household, and with it ac- 
complished the following results :—Adults 
and half-grown persons, who were for a con- 
siderable time in the room with a patient 
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sequently breathing the same air, and even 
assisting him or her, by the use of vinegar 
either escaped altogether or if they were at- 
tacked from the tenth to the thirteenth day 
with fever, lassitude, pain in the limbs,etc., in 
consequence of which they were confined to 
bed, these symptoms lasted only from two 
to four days, after which they felt well again 
with the exception of some fatigue, and 
from one to four small pustules the size of a 
pin-head appeared on the face or upon the 
arms. Moreover, no isjurious effect upon the 
general health was experienced, not even in 
children, to whom it was.given by the tea- 
spoonful, in consequence of over-anxiety, 
without orders. ; 

Those who took the vinegar irregularly 
were attacked on the tenth or fourteenth 
day with fever, pain in the limbs, ete., more 
severely than those who took it as directed, 
but they recovered in four to seven days; 
afterwards about eighty pustules, scarcely 
one-fourth the size of the ordinary ones, 
made their appearance, and these dried com- 
pletely up in from three to six days, leaving 
a bluish-red spot, which also disappeared 
rapidly. Even in these cases the infection 
is undoubtedly proven, and the use of the 
vinegar did not accomplish altogether a sat- 
isfactory result; nevertheless.there was a 
great gain for those persons in having passed 
through the infection in from four to seven 
days, to a healthy condition. The spread of 
the fatal malady was thus considerably 
modified. (gg 

No doubt many persons are protected by 
vaccination, re-vaccination, and partially by 
an indisposition to the disease, even if they 
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do breathe the same air, or come in actual, He also recommends to persons who com- 
contact with a patient during the stage of |municate much with the public, as people 
efflorescence; itis therefore doubtful whether | in large cities, to take now and then a table- 
those who drank the vinegar and were ex- | spoonful of vinegar for a week. 

empi,from the disease are to be considered! As proof of the above, Dr. Roth subjoins 
liable to have been infected; but the infec- | the following statement :— — 

tion appears indisputablein those whodrank | December 9th. G. Fassendorf, aged 73 
the vinegar and after ten or fourteen days years; contracted small-pox in a high de- 
became ill in the manner above described, | gree; from Hamburg; eruption out for 
and on the third day of the illness from one | three days; died. 

to six abortive pustules regularly appeared | December 2lst. His wife, aged 65 years; 
on the face or upon the hands. To those the | shared the same room and bed with her 
use of the vinegar was of incalculable gain, | husband, from the beginning of his illness 
and in those whose ready receptivity or until his death; took ill with pain in the 
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non-receptivity could not have been recog- 
nized, the use of the vinegar was harmless. 
All persons who came in direct or indirect 
contact with a small-pox patient were sub- 
jected to the vinegar treatment, and with 
much benefit. Healthy adults were ordered 
two tablespoonfuls of common vinegar, 
either with or without water, to be taken 
one hour after breakfast and towards even- 
ing for fourteen days; for half-grown or 
particularly delicate persons three-fourths of 
a tablespoonful once or twice daily will 
suffice. They should avoid the sick room as 
much as possible, enjoy plenty of fresh air, 


and guard against cold; the sick chamber | 


is to be fumigated with vinegar vapors twice 
daily. 

It seems doubtful to Dr. R. whether the 
few abortive pustules which he saw appear- 
ing after the vinegar treatment convey any 
degree of infection, as he had frequent op- 
portunities of observing that persons with 
such communicated frequently with others 
without having infected any one; never- 
theless he orders them repeatedly to be 
washed with vinegar in order to render 
them harmless. 

The process of contagion he considers, in 
ali cases, to be a kind of fermentation, which 
requires different periods for its completion. 
Thus in the pustula maligna it requires only 
afew hours, while in small-pox it requires 
from ten to fourteen, in rare cases twenty- 
eight days. Starting from this idea he holds 
the vinegar to be the best remedy against 
the infection, as besides its antiseptic 
qualities it has a cooling effect upon the 
venous system, if promotes the secretion of 
bile and urine, improves the action of the 
skin and stimulates the nervous system. 
All these are qualities which seem to suc- 
cessfully counteract the presence of conta- 
gion and might justify his experiments. 
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head, back, etc., with great prostration, on 
| the 18th of December; restored on the 24th, 
| after an eruption of six to eight small pus- 
| tules. Took a tablespoonful of vinegar, 
| twice daily, since December 9th. 

December 2ist. His daughter, 35 years; 
lived always in the same room with her pa- 
rents; fell ill on the 18th of December, 
with severe small-pox fever, but without 
pain; had a considerable erythema upon 
the abdomen, a large number of miliary 
eruptions upon the arms, but no small-pox ; 
restored on the 24th. Twice daily, one 
tablespoonful of vinegar, since Dec. 9th. 

December 2ist. His son, aged 25 years; 
| also occupying the same room with his pa- 
rents; since the 17th of December had 
| small-pox fever; headache, pain in the 
limbs; had from eighteen to twenty small 
pustules; restored on the 23d. Treatment 
as above. 

December 2ist. Two grandsons, children 
of daughter, aged 10 and 16 years; taken 
ill later with fever, headache, etc., after 
which a few small pustules appeared, but 
recovered completely in a few days. Twice 
daily, one-half tablespoonful of vinegar. 

December 30th. Golgert, laborer, aged 30 
years; resides in the adjoining house to his 
father’s ; communicated with him until the 
9th of December; was attacked on the 27th, 
for one day only, with severe headache and 
fever, but no pain; had from six to eight 
small pustules; well again on the Ist of Janu- 
ary ; his wife had small-pox a few years ago. 
Twice daily a tablespoonful of vinegar. 

December 30th. His five children, aged 
from 2 to 10 years; they were all vaccinated, 
and remained well. Twice daily, one-half 
tablespoonful of vinegar. 

December 30th. Claussen, son-in-law of 
G. Fassendorf, laborer, aged 35 years ; resides 
in the adjoining room to his father-in-law; 
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communicated until the 9th of December, 
frequently, with him; was attacked with 
headache, pain in the limbs, etc., on the 26th, 
which kept him in bed for two days; on the 
third day an eruption of about one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty large pustules made 
their appearance (but still not as large as 
usual), and they remained isolated; on the 
fourth day I found him out of bed smoking 
his pipe, remarking that he felt perfectly 
well, and that he was out in the morning 
to get his supply of wood; although he was 
among a number of people none became in- 
fected from him. Twice daily, one table- 
spoonful of vinegar, irregularly. 

December 30th. His wife, age 30 years; 
same treatment; communicated up to De- 
cember 9th, frequently, with her sick father ; 
advanced pregnancy; passed through con- 
finement and child-bed without any diffi- 
culty; remained well during the time of 
drinking the vinegar, and nursed her in- 
fant. The child remained well to the 18th, 
although it lived in the same room where 
its father was with small-pox, when it grew 
restless; many pustules appeared, particu- 
larly upon the lower extremities; passed 
safely through the disease. Is it possible that 
the vinegar the mother drank had a favor- 
able effect upon the child? 

December 30th. Claussen’s daughter, 
age 8 years; was vaccinated and remained 
well. Daily, one-half tablespoonful of 
vinegar. 

December 30th. Lembke, lodger with 
Golgert; this man shared, until the 9th of 
December, before and after working hours, 
the same room with old Golgert, but upon 
the news that Golgert had small-pox he 
left the house. He knew nothing of the 
protective ; in another village where he 
went he fell sick, and went home to his 
parents, in C., where, on the 18th of 
December, under much suffering, he con- 
tracted small-pox, but recovered. He in- 
fected his father, who succumbed to the dis- 
ease; this man was much less exposed to 
the contagion than any other member of 
Golgert’s family. 

December 4th. Mrs. Bahnke,in B., aged 
35 years; when I saw her she had small-pox 
over the entire body for three days; she 
however recovered. Origin unknown. 

December 4th. Mr. Bihnke, in B., aged 
88 years; this man occupied the same bed 
with his wife until the 3d of December ; be- 
sides the vinegar, he drank daily several 
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glasses full of brandy; was constantly pres- 
ent in the same room with his wife; he was, 
on the 18th, attacked with severe headache 
for two days, after which he felt perfectly 
well; noeruption whatever appearing. One 
tablespoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

December 4th. Bahnke’s child, aged 9 
months; not vaccinated; its mother still 
nursed it on the 4th, when her entire body 
was already covered with well developed 
small-pox ; it is strange, that without hav- 
ing applied any protective the child escaped 
the disease; possibly it remained exempt 
from it by its mother’s milk having been 
admixed with the virus of the disease. 

December 4th. Mrs. Meetz, in B., aged 
40 years; sister of Mrs. Bihnke; made her 
bed twice daily, and nursed her continually ; 
remained well. One tablespoonful of vine- 
gar twice daily. ) 

December 4th. Daughter of the above, 
aged 14 years; lived constantly in the sick 
room, partially as nurse to her aunt and her 
two children; remained well. Treatment 
as above. 

December 4th. Meetz, weaver, aged 45 
years; his wife, aged 40 years; Lunan, 
tailor, aged 35 years; his wife, 30 years; 
all are intimate friends of the family — 
Bahnke ; communicated daily with them, 
and particularly late in the evening ; on the 
3d of December all remained well. Treat- 
ment as above. 

December 4th. Widow Struve, aged 70 
years; allin B.; had for four days a well-de- 
veloped small-pox over the entire body ; felt 
so well after the eruption was completed, that 
she sat by thestove rocking an unvaccinated. 
baby nine months old; she recovered, the 
origin of her small-pox remaining un- 
known. 

December 4th. Her grandchild, aged 9 
months ; had “small-pox over the entire 
body, but recovered. ; 

December 4th. Struve, Maisan, in B., 
aged 32 years; youngest son of widow 
Struve; lives with his family, wife and 
child, and his mother, in small dark room 
in the adjoining house; on the 12th day 
(December 16th) he became sick; headache 
and fever for two days; as no eruption ap- 
peared he did not go to bed, and was on the 
third day perfectly well again. One table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

December 4th. His wife, aged 28 years; 
lived constantly in thesame room with her 
mother-in-law; on the fourteenth day (Dec. 
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18th) she was attacked with severe fever, 
headache, etc., and an extreme feeling of 
prostration; no eruption followed; was 
again well on the fourth day. Treatment 
as above. 

December 4th. Struve, merchant in B., 
aged 38 years; oldest son of widow Struve; 
occupies the main building ; communicated 
hourly with his sick mother ; remained per- 
fectly well. Treatment as above. 

December 4th. His wife, aged 32 years; 
communicated with her mother-in-law in 
the same manner as her husband; on the 
fourteenth day (December 18th) was at- 
tacked with fever, headache, severe pain in 
the lower limbs, particularly in the back, 
and an extreme feeling of prostration ; was 
well again on the fourth day without any 
eruption appearing. Treatment as above. 

January ‘13th. Kamala, blacksmith in 
Eutin, aged 30 years; sick five days; has 
had a severe attack of small-pox; was four- 
teen days previous with his companions in 
Preetz, where small-pox prevailed severely ; 
died on the 19th of January. 

January 13th. Kliiver, carpenter, and 
nurse of Kamala, aged 35 years; remains 
with Kamala constantly in the room, which 
is frequently fumigated with vapors of vine- 
gar; he indulges strongly ; receives besides 
the vinegar, three times daily, a glassful of 
brandy; remained perfectly intact. One 
tablespoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

January 13th. Tesnau, tavern-keeper, 
aged 88 years; his wife, aged 30 years; his 
mother, aged 65 years; his cook, aged 20 
years. These four persons assisted and 
nursed Kamala, until the 13th of January, 
after which they did not enter the sick-room 
any more; with the exception of the old 
mother, who took the vinegar irregularly, 
all remained well; she took ill on the 16th 
of February (thirty-second day), with fever, 
headache, etc., and on the 19th of February 
an eruption of about from thirty to fifty 
small and imperfect pustules appeared in 
different parts upon her body; these dried 
up in three days, and fell off after the fifth 
day; the remaining spots disappeared in 
eight days; while they are discernible 
for four weeks in ordinary small-pox; these 
abortive pustules did not infect anybody in 
the house. One tablespoonful of vinegar 
twice daily; the house fumigated with va- 
pors of vinegar. 

January 13th. Wennecke, blacksmith in 
Eutin, aged 22 years ; accompanied Kamala 
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to Preetz, worked with him in the same 
shop, and visited him on the llth of Janu- 
ary; he was very much afraid of small-pox 
but remained perfectly well. One table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

January 13th. Fiedler, as above, aged 22 
years ; this man visited Kamala on the eve- 
ning of the 12th of January, but did not 
remain long on account of Kamala feeling 
sick; was not afraid and remained well, 
Treatment as above. 

January 13th. Flecth, as above, aged 18 
years; went to his parents immediately 
upon his return from Preetz; two weeks 
later his mother was taken with small-pox ; 
Flecth who is very apprehensive, drank, 
sinee Kamala’s illness,regularly for one week 
the vinegar; five days later he became ill, 
with usual symptoms, and a profuse perspi- 
ration accompanying; after three days more 
a few spots of purpura simplex appeared 
upon his skin, interlined with many mili- 
ary vesicles and some few abortive varioloid 
vesicles, perhaps from eight to twelve in 
number; after that he felt himself well 
again, and five days later resumed his work. 
Did not take the vinegar as directed. 

January 12th. Mra. Flecth, wife of en- 
gineer Flecth, in Eutin, aged 55 years ; this 
woman’s son, upon his return from Preetz 
(four miles by railroad), repaired immedi- 
ately to his parents’ house, and ate supper ; 
fourteen days later his mother was taken 
with small-pox; she had not left the house 
for some time previous, and there was no 
other small-pox case in the place except 
Kamala’s ; in all probability the son carried 
the contagion concealed under his coat to 
his mother, who, however, recovered. 

January 12th. Husband of the above, 
aged 56; this is a poor family consisting of 
six, adults and half-grown members, occu- 
pying asmall damp room twelve feet square, 
with an adjoining dark and damp chamber 
of about five or six feet wide; the mother 
sleeps with two of her daughters even dur- 
ing her illness, in the same bed ; athird one _ 
sleeps on the floor; the fourth one sleeps 
alongside of her father in the small dark 
and damp chamber, upon a poor bed; all 
the conditions are most favorable for the 
production of small-pox, particularly where 
so many individuals are packed so close to- 
gether. Flecth himself took ill on the four- 
teenth day after his wife’s sickness, with 
the usual symptoms, but great prostration 
and severe pain in his back ; after four days, 
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however, all these symptoms vanished upon 
the appearance of four abortive pustules 
upon the temple, cheek, finger and chin, 
and on the ninth day this man returned to 
his work again, the heaviest in his shop ; he 
did not infect anybody ; during his confine- 
ment at home, he took, besides the vinegar, 
dilute sulph. acid. Treatment one table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

January 12th. Fiecth’s oldest daughter, 
aged 18 years; robust and florid ; took ill on 
the tenth day after her mother’s sickness, 
with fever, headache, pain in the lower ex- 
tremities and abdomen; took dilute sul- 
phuric acid; restored completely on the 
third day. One tablespoonful of vinegar 
twice daily. 

January 12th. Flecth’s second daughter, 
aged 14 years; took ill on the eleventh day 
(slept constantly with her mother) with the 
usual symptoms, also vomiting; took dilute 
sulph, acid ; recovered after three days with- 
out any exanthema, in spite of the profuse 
perspiration. Treatment as above. 


January 12th. Flecth’s third daughter, 
aged 12 years; took ill on the ninth day 


-with the usual symptoms; also slept with 


her. mother in the same bed ; took the dil. 
sulph, acid; during perspiration the symp- 
toms. left, with a complete recovery follow- 
ing; only upon the left eyelid a small acne 
pustule appeared. Treatment as above. 

January 12th. Flecth’s fourth daughter, 
aged 8 years; remained perfectly well. 
One-half tablespoonful of vinegar twice 
daily. 

January 27th. Mrs. Braasch, innkeeper’s 
wife, aged 55 years; this woman’s daughter 
spent some time in Hamburg, but there was 
no small-pox in the place where she so- 
journed, and returned Christmas eve; took 
sick ten days after her return, with fever 
and a slight disturbance of her bowels, as 
well as a very mild attack of small-pox; a 
fortnight later her father, for years a sufferer 
with severe asthma, was also attacked witha 
mild case of small-pox, as well as his son, 
14 years old; three weeks still later her 
mother was attacked with small-pox, with 
dangerous symptoms, but recovered. 

January 27th. Bunnies,’ forester, aged 40, 
and his wife, aged 32 years; these two persons 
visited the Braasch’s late in the evening of 
‘the 27th ; were at their bedside, shook hands 
with them, and remained in the little sick 
‘chamber for some time ; they used the vine- 
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gar conscientiously, and remained well. 
A tablespoonful of vinegar twice daily. 
January 27th. Braasch’s servant, aged 20 
years; remained well. Treatment as above. 
January 27th. Schmiiser, servant in W., 
aged 20 years; this person came to this place 
literally covered with small-pox; she con- 
tracted it after having entered a room in 
which four children were with small-pox; 
got frightened and soon left the place. 
January 27th. Father of the above, aged 
55 years; the above girl came to her parents’ 
house at 11 Pp. M., and they all slept in one 
bed; when the father saw his daughter's face 
next morning he got extremely frightened ; 
he took breakfast and dinner in the sick 
room; after having ordered the room in 
quarantine he did not enter it any more; re- 
mained perfectly well under the vinegar 
treatment. One tablespoonful of vinegar 
twice daily. ja 
January 27th. Wife of the above, aged 
45 years; mother and nurse to the above 
named girl, Schmiisser; shared the sick 
chamber of her daughter constantly; took 
ill on the 19th (fourteenth day), with fever, 
headache, pain in her sides, and the cough- 
ing up of blood; on the 21st numerous.small 
lenticular spots appeared all over her body, 
between which a small pustule, with. its 
central vesicle, could beseen here and there; 
after eight days the woman had completely 
recovered and all scales fell off. Treatment 
as above. i 
January 27th. Son of the above, aged 14 
years; on account of the quarantine could 
not attend school; lived, therefore, con- 
stantly with his sister, in the same room; 
complained of headache on the 10th for two 
days, after which a very small pustule ap- 
peared upon his brow; afterwards perfectly 
well. Three-fourths tablespoonful of vine- 
gar twice daily. ; 
February 21. Langfeld, laborer, in M., 
aged 32 years; this man lives in the same 
house with Schmiiser, but completely sepa- 
rated, except a common hall. Langfeld, 
who was exceedingly timid, passed only 
twice through this, and then removed with 
his wife to a more distant house; on the 
fourteenth day he was attacked with a se- 
vere case of the disease; -he regretted not 
having taken the vinegaras advised ; his wife, 
who drank. the vinegar, though not accord- 
ing to direction, took ill on the tenth day 
with headache, after which afew pustules 
appeared on her face, when she felt perfectly 
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well; on the twenty-second day, however, 
when her husband was complety restored, 
she was again attacked, and an eruption of 
about one hundred smail pustules appeared, 
which, on the 24th, were completely dried 
up; her health is excellent; during the 
time of nursing her husband she drank 
vinegar. 

February 19th. Mrs. Harland, wife of a 
barber, in Eutin, aged 42 years; this woman, 
much alarmed about the prevailing disease, 
lived with her husband, seven children and 
her parents-in-law in very narrow rooms; a 
stranger with considerable eruption on his 
face, came to be shaved; on the 16th she 
was attacked with high fever, headache and 
pain in the extremities, and on the 18th red 
spots appeared over the entire body, when 
she felt better ; on the 19th I was called and 
at once recognized the developing small-poz; 
she was soon removed from the house; but 
in all justness every member of the family 
was considered infected. 

February 19th. Husband of the above, 
aged 48 years; slept with his children in the 
same room with the sick woman until her 
removal ; remained perfectly well. A table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

Febraary 19th. Harland, sen., aged 75 
years; lived uninterruptedly in the family 
of his son, and with the sick; his health 
remained good. Treatment as above. 

February 19th. Wife of the above, aged 
73 years ; lived also in the son’s family, and 
was much about the sick woman and handed 
her everything; remained perfectly well. 
Treatment as above. 

February 19th. Carl Harland, Hanna 
Harland, Ludwig Harland, and Agathe 
Harland, aged 14, 12, 11 and 9 years; all 
these older children were naturally much 
about their mother; they all remained well. 
One tablespoonful of vinegar once daily. 

February 19th. Mrs. Kliiver, hired wo- 
man with the sick, aged 67 years; this wo- 
man assisted the sick one greatly since her 
illness; was much afraid of the disease; 
remained perfectly well. A tablespoonful 
of vinegar twice daily 

February 19th. Mrs. Ponath, butcher's 
wife, aged 25 years; housekeeper; was fre- 
quently with the sick one, and took her 
something to eat; remained well. Treatment 
as above. 

March 15th. Stark, a girl, in Eutin, aged 
15 months; not vaccinated; after several 
days of illness a skin disease appeared which 
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was held for searlatina; only three days 
later I was called; I found countless small- 
pox pustules over the entire body, particu- 
larly on the face, where they were confluent; 
there was violent fever, great thirst, and 
frequent vomiting; she was very restless, 
and frequently cried as though suffering 
pain; on the following morning I found all 
the pustules denuded by scratching, and 
thereby presenting a larger surface of the 
contagion; there was a kind of brown 
bloody crust over the entire body; it died on - 
the sixth evening. 

March 15th. Mother of the above child, 
aged 40 years; was, about fourteen days 
previous to her child’s sickness, in B.’s 
house, when he was down with small-pox, 
to sell meat, but spoke to his wife only, and 
in the hall at that; in all probability the 
presence of the contagion there she carried 
in her clothing to her child; she nursed the 
child yet, and carried it much about in her 
arms, and had it with herin bed until the 
eruption became worse; since then it lay 
in its cradle, by which she sat day and night; 
on my visit she had itin her lap; in thia 
small sleeping room sleeps and lives the en- 
tire family, consisting of seven members, 
who thus inhaled plentifully the contagion ; 
on the 28th, after the appearance of the 
eruption, she was perfectly well. A table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

March 15th. Husband of the above, aged 
56 years; not averse to alcoholic drinks; 
also shared the sick room as above stated ; 
took part in nursing the child, and also re- 
mained well. Treatment as above. 

March 15th. Children of the above, one 
son, aged 9, two daughters, aged 7 and,5, 
one adopted child, aged 7 years; these four 
children were constantly in the sick room, 
and busied themselves much with the sick 
one; all remained well. One-half table- 
spoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

March 1st. Child of M. Mau, aged 11 
mouths; not vaccinated; eruption out since 
three days; infected, in all probability, by 
being frequently carried before the open door 
of a room in which a small-pox patient lay; 
took ill three weeks after that case occurred ; 
the pustules by the thousand present, stood 
upon a remarkably red ground; the child 
cried periodically, and twisted itself as 
though it had pain in the limbs; it rubbed 
all the pustules through, whereby the freeat 
exit of the contagion was promoted; it died 
on the fourth day, 












March 1, 1873.] 


March ist. Mother of the above, aged 48 
years ; this poor family, consisting of eight 
members, lived in a room seven feet high, 
twelve feet long, and eight feet wide; the | 
mother nursed her child ; had it in bed with | 
her nearly all night; in daytime she watched 
it by the cradle devotedly; under the 
vinegar treatment she remained well. One 
tablespoonful of vinegar twice daily. 


March Ist. Husband and father of the 
above, aged 48 years; a strong and robust 
man; vaccinated unsuccessfully twice 
while in the army; received permission to 
go to work in order to earn his daily bread, 
contrary to the strict quarantine; took 
sick, twelve days after the appearance of 
small-pex in his child, with headache, pain 
in the limbs, etc., for three days, after 
which, according to his statement, no kind 
of eruption appeared, and on the fourth day 
was again able to resume work ; neverthe- 
less I observed on the seventh day a small 
erythematous inflammation at the root of 
his nose, about the size of a pea, and one 
very small small-pox pustule upon the left 
arm; feels perfectly well. Treatment as 
above. 


March ist. Henry, aged 14, Marie, aged 
12, Auguste, aged 9, Ernst, aged 7, Wilhelm, 
44 years; all children of the laborer Mau, 
who shared the room with the sick child 
constantly ; all remained well. The first 
three took one-half tablespoonful of vinegar 
twice daily ; the other two took a teaspoon- 
ful of vinegar twice daily. 


March 1st. Mrs. Filter, aged 60 years; 
Mrs. Koenig, aged 43 years; widow Grage, 
aged 25 years; these three women live in 
the same house of the above, were repeated- 
ly in the room with sick child of Mau’s in 
the beginning and at the time the eruption 
made its appearance, which was taken for 
measles ; they still visited the child on the’ 
13th of March, when the eruption existed 
already three days; remained well. A ta- 
blespoonful of vinegar twice daily. 

March Ist. Mrs. Ort, aged 66 years ; this 
very robust woman, apprehensive of 
small-pox, lodged the above-named Lang- 
feld in her own room until he took ill, and 
became covered with red spots, when he 
was removed; she took the vinegar for 
eight days on her own accord ; when on the 
4th of March I saw her I advised her to 
continue it still for a week longer; she fol- 








lowed my advice conscientiously and re- 
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mained well. A tablespoonful of vinegar 
twice daily. 

March ist. lLangfeld’s daughter, aged 
7 years; this child slept with her parents, 
but remained with laborer Orth, otherwise 
she remained perfectly well; and as Orth 
has had small-pox several years (who also 
remained well) he cannot make an object of 
observation, but for safety sake, also 
took vinegar. One-half tablespoonful of 
vinegar twice daily. 

Now with tliese thoroughly true, well 
observed investigations, the author hopes 
that unitis viribus the vinegar will conquer 
that fearful scourge which has prevailed for 
two years in almost all Europe. 
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Hospi1raL REporTs. 


PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL. 
Service of John H, Brinton, M. D, 


(REPORTED BY ALFRED WHELEN, STUDENT OF 
MEDICINE. | 


January 22d. 


After the introduction of several patients, 
the lectarer exhibited a preparation of a blad- 
der cr urethra, and made the following re- 
marks: 


Hypertrophy of Prostate Gland—Retention of 
Urine. 


“T have here, Gentlemen, a specimen which 
has been farnished fron the wards of my col- 
league, Dr. Pancoast, and to his coartesy I 
am indebted for the opportunity of bringing it 
before you. This preparation is full of inter- 
est, indeed so full, that I think it will repay ua 
for @ passing study. As the grand old play- 
wright has written that-there “ are tongues in 
trees, and sermons in stones,’ so I think even 
this dull mass of flesh, if rightly viewed, may 
serve perchance as both suggestive text and 
teaching sermon. 

The specimen before you is, as you see, that 
of a bladder and urethra which have been di- 
vided upon their upper surface. The whole 
track of the urethra and the neck and urethral 
orifice of the bladder is thus exposed. You 
observe that the prostate gland is somewhat 
enlarged in its lateral lobe§, but the point to 
which I wish particularly to draw your atten- 
tion is the condition of its median portion, 
or the middle lobe as it is usually called. This 
you see is increased in size, and projects up- 
wards as a spherical mass, presenting a sort of 
resemblance ia size and shape to a very large 
cherry. The effect of the uprising of the mid- 
die mass has been to create a valvular obstruc- 
tion to the flow of urine of the most decided 
character. As a result of this obstruction, 
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secondary changes have taken place in the blad- 
der and kidneys. The walls of the former are 
much thickened, and here you see a minate ab- 
scess; & large abscess is also present, just be- 
neath the membranous urethra. 

The mucous membrane of the bladder is thick- 
ened and corrugated, assuming in fact that ap- 
Oe agg which has been spoken of as a ribbed 

ladder, and between the folds, of mucous mem- 
brane you notice traces of the heavy thick depo- 
sits of phosphates which have from time to time 
been here collected. The cavity of the bladder 
is much diminished. I suppose that in life it 
would scarcely have held two ounces of urine; 
certainly not more. Passing from the bladder 
we find the ureters somewhat enlarged, the pel- 
vis of one of the kidneys greatly distended, 
with evident marks of inflammation, pyelitis, 
as it is called. The urethra is tolerably healthy. 

Of the history of this man we know but 
little. Dr. Cummings, who had charge of the 
ward in which he died, tells me that he was a 
Scotchman, aged seventy years, and that he 
was admitted into hospital abqut a month 
since. At that time he was suffering with a 
dribbling and incontinence of his water. A, 
day or two after his admission complete reten- 
tion of urine occurred, for which a flexible 
catheter, after considerable difficulty, was intro- 
duced. An enlargement of the lateral prosta- 
tic lobes could be detected through the rectum. 
The incontinence’ afterwards returned, the 
urine became highly charged with pus, and 
with offensive mucus, and he gradually sank 
from exhaustion. He died thirty-eight days 
‘after his entry into the hospital. 

I have thus hastily sketched the prominent 
points in this man’s history, because I wish 
now to say a few words to you concerning the 
affection which killed him, viz. hypertrophy of 
the prostate gland. This is a condition which 
you will frequently encounter, and it is one 
which will give you a vast deal of trouble un- 
less you know how to deal with it, and even 
then it will greatly tax your skill and patience. 

It has been an old belief, almost a tradition, 
that advancing years are always accompanied 
by an enlarged prostate. This is probably 
not 80, for without doubt many a man of four- 
score years carries to his grave a normal pros- 
tate. But although hypertrophy of this gland 
is not necessarily an accompaniment of old age, 
it is nevertheless true that when it occurs, it is 
almost always in the aged. It has been said 
that perhaps one out of every six or eight old 
men suffers from this trouble, and this is very 
likely near the truth. 

Now as to the symptoms of an enlarged 
prostate. And here let me impress upon you 
that the urgency of the symptoms in prostatic 
hypertrophy depends not so much upon the 
degree of the enlargement, as upon its site. 
‘Forjexample, aman may have very great in- 
crease in size of the lateral lobes; he may suf- 
fer from a sense of weight in the perineum, and 
yet he may be almost entirely free from trouble in 
urination. On the other hand, an increase 
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of size in the middle lobe, even to a compara. 
tively slight degree, will often give rise to the 
greatest difficulty in micturition, and may even 
produce complete retention, as occurred to 
the patient to whom I have referred. Bear, then, 
this matter in mind, for it will influence not 
only the diagnosis and prognosis of your case, 
but also, which is of much greater importance, 
your treatment. 


Symptoms of Enlarged Prostate. 


An old man will come to you and say, ‘‘ Doc- 
tor, I have trouble with my water; I void my 
urine very frequently; at night especially I am 
obliged to get up several times, and in the 
morning before breakfast I find that my bladder 
is irritable. Then, too, when I do try to pass 
my water only a little comes away, and that 
little comes in driblets, and seems not to be 
entirely under my control, The stream has no 
force; sometimes I have pain in my crotch, and 
I bave often a most uncomfortable feeling just 
over the top of my bladder. Sometimes, too, 
it hurts me after I have ceased passing my 
water, and I make unavailing attempts to pass 
more.” If you now inquire as to the nature of 
the urine passed he wil! often tell you: that it is 
turbid, and contains a sticky, ropy mucus, 
Sometimes he will say that its smell is strong 
and offensive. Such is the history of one patient, 

Another patient will come into your office, or, 
more likely, you will be called to see him: 
you approach him you detect an ammoniacal, 
urinous odor. , If you look at his pantaloons 
you will often notice stains on the front, dis- 
colorations from the escape of urine. This pa- 
tient is evidently very uncomfortable. You ask 
as to his symptoms, and he will mention some 
that I have already enumerated, but he_ will 
state in addition that although he has difficulty 
when he attempts to urinate, still there is @ 
constant dripping of water from his penis. 

Occasionally your patient may have attacks of 
partial or complete retention of urine. He can 
scarcely void any from his bladder, It often hap- 
pens that such is his condition when you first 
make his acquaintance. His family doctor, per- 
haps, has suggested to him ‘paralysis of the 
bladder;’’ nosuch thing. Paralysis of the blad- 
der, as has been well remarked by Sir. Henry 
Thompson, is almost unknown, save as an ac- 
companiment of cerebral or spinal lesion. Your 
patient is suffering from an accumulation of arine, 
and the dripping is due to over distention of the 
bladder, and to mechanical escape of some of 
its contents, and not to loss of the expulsive 
power of the organ. In the words of the high 
authority to whom I have already referred, “In- 
voluntary micturition means retention, and not 
incontinence.” And what has given rise to these 
symptoms I have endeavored to describe to you. 
What is the cause of this frequent micturition, 
or, maybe of the fearful retention? In all prob- 
ability, the exciting cause of these conditions 
will be found in just such a state of the parts a8 
is before you in the dissection upon the table. 

Gentlemen, I beg of you never to forget. the 
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appearances you now see. Imprint them upon 
your memory, and they will serve you in good 
stead hereafter. And how? In guiding you to 
the true treatment of these difficult cases of 
retention of urine, dependent upon prostatic 
enlargement, especially of its central portion. 

This brings us to the conduct of your case. 
Your patient’s story has suggested to you the 
idea of hypertrophy of the prostate. You 
make a digital examination by the rectum, and 
if the lateral lobes be increased in size, your 
diagnosis is confirmed. But in any event, you 
must relieve the over-distended bladder by the 
catheter. To do this, requires, ofttimes, the 
highest surgical skill; it is no work of chance. 
Hasty, rough manipulation will but add to your 
patient’s misery; nay more, it may ruin him, and 
may imperil your own fair fame. e 

herefore you must act knowingly; and now 
look again at the dissection on the table; see, I 
will bring up the divided urethral walls, and as 
I do 80, you will obtain a clear idea of the nar- 
row tortuous channel through which your 
catheter must pass to gain entrance to the blad- 
der. What sort of instrument will you choose ? 
By some surgeons a silver catheter of large 
curve is recommended. I do not advise such 
an instrument; I do not mean to say that it 
may not answer in experienced and right skill- 
fal hands; but I am speaking now to those who 
have, as yet, not acquired such skill. My pres- 
ent object is to suggest to you rather the 
management of your earlier cases, We will 
not, therefore, at first, worry too long with the 
metallic instrument; try it, if you like, but be 
careful in its use. 

You have decided, on my advice, I think, to 
employ a flexible instrument. You may, if you 
please, make use of one of the ordinary English 
gum catheters, over-curved as suggested by 
Thompson; bent to its curve in warm water, and 
then thus fixed by being dipped in cold water. 
Here is such a catheter. But a better instrament 
even than this, is, I think, the one I show you 
now. - Remember, once more, that sinuous 
canal of the urethra, running abruptly up and 
down at the will of the distorted prostate. The 
channel is almost as crooked as a swan’s neck; 
and here gentlemen is an instrument, so yielding 
and flexible, and delicate, and soft, that it can 
be pushed forward almost with impunity, and 
almost, too, with @ moral certainty of passing 
over the hillocks and through the valleys of 
the prostatic urethra. This catheter is the 
French, flexible probe-pointed catheter. Look 
at it,if you please, closely; you see that the beak 
is an inch and a half long, as flexible as a hair, 

et still retaining stiffuess enough not to bend 
o the urethra. And here let me remind you 
that in the prostatic trouble we are speaking of 
the characteristic of the urethra is its tortuous 
course, rather than any very great absolute 
narrowing. Of course its diameter is not as 
large as in the normal state, but still the = 
contraction of a stricture is absent. The 
flexible probe-pointed catheter is not particu- 
larly suitable for the latter, whilst for the en- 
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larged prostate it is, I think, exactly what you 
want. 

How will you use this catheter? Suppose 
you are called in a hurry, in the middle of the 
night, to relieve an old gentleman of retention. 
The whole household is in confusion; every- 
body, even the servants know what is the mat- 
ter, and you are expected to succeed. It will 
not do to fail, nor will you if only you will 
have confidence in yourself. With such an in- 
strument as I have shown you, you will in all 
probability succeed. You will usually find 
ot patient in great distress, tossing on the 

ed and very clamorous. The first thing to be 
done is to put him in the proper position. Do 
not attempt to introduce the instrament from 
the side, but have your patient placed cross- 
ways in the bed with his buttocks on the edge, 
well supported by one or two pillows; the 
shoulders should be low. Let each of his legs be 
wrapped in a separate blanket, and be sup- 
ported byachair. Have his body covered so 
that he may not take cold. 

Then stand between his legs, and with 
such a syringe as this throw two or three 
drachms of warm olive oil into the urethra, 
and by gentle rubbing on the urethra 
assist its passage downwards, or if you 
like you can use such @ syringe as that in 
my hand, with a long catheter nozzle, which 
will carry the oil well downwards. Then elevate 
the penis so as to straighten the urethra ; intro- 
duce a flexible probe-pointed catheter, of from 
number six to nine of the English scale, and 
carry it downwards. You will feel its point 
enter the tortuous channel of the prostatic 
urethra, and you will be sensible of the grasp- 
ing resistance. Keep up a gentle, contenuous 
pressure, and the chances are ten te one that 
the point of your instrument will glide into the 
bladder, and that a welcome flow of urine will 
result. 

Sometimes the instrument will pase into the 
bladder, or reach its urethral orifice, and you 
may have no flow. This may depend upon the 
viscid character of the contents of the bladder. 
The urine may be charged with blood, or more 
frequently with thick ropy mucus, so glairy and 
tenacious, as to clog and block up the eyes of 
the catheter. I have often had this happen, 
and advise you to meet this difficulty by suc- 
tion. Take your syringe, fit it into the pro- 
jecting end of your catheter (here you see a 
conical pipe, which can be easily adjusted to 
catheters of all sizes), and then draw up the 
piston. If no urine follows, disconnect the 
syringe, refit it and repeat the manceuvre; usu- 
ally, after one or two attempts, you will be 
gratified by a flow of urine. If the obstrac- 
tion in the eyes of the catheter is very obsti- 
nate, I sometimes throw down a little warm 
water and suck it up. This will generally 
bring with it the occluding material. When 
the urine once begins to flow, there is not usu 
ally much after trouble. 

This, then, is the method I advise you to 
adopt in treating prostatic retention; as you 
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have seen, all that you will require will bea 
hard rubber penis syringe, and iwo or three 
French probe- pointed flexible catheters. Other 
methods undoubtedly there are of relieving 
this trouble. Many surgeons prefer the long 
curved silver instrumeut, while others em- 
ploy with advantage the jointed silver cathe- 
ter, devised by Dr. Squire, or this model, the 
vertebrated instrument of Dr. Sayre. 
these answer their purpose; I think, however, 
that greater skill is required in the use of the me- 
tallic instruments ; and I am now speaking to you 
as beginners, who have yet to acquire your skill 
by experience. I am quite sure that you will find 
the course I have pointed out to you the easiest 
for yourself and the safest for your patients in 
your early professional life. 

There is yet one matter to be considered. 
Let us suppose that you have drawn off your 
patient’s water, and have relieved him for the 
time being. Shall you allow the instrument to 
remain im sitw, or shall you take it away and 
trust to the chances of a re-introduction? The 
latter is usually my plan; in my experience 
the presence of a catheter in an already irri- 
tated urethra is hurtful; and I have seen it more. 
than once give rise to great trouble and produce 
fresh and aggravated attacks of cystitis, which 
have led to most unfortunate results. I advise 
you, therefore, to withdraw the instrument and 
to re-insert it as occasion demands. You may, if 
you like, on the principle of ‘‘letting well enough 
alone,”’ make an exception in those cases where 
the passage is peculiarly difficult, and allow the 
catheter to rest in the urethra. I think, how- 
ever, that you will find that with increasing 
skill will come a greater confidence and self- 
reliance upon your part, and with them, I be- 
lieve, better chances for your patients, 

In the preceding remarks I have made no 
allusion to anesthesia. I wish you, however, to 
understand that although I usually, in cases of 
retention, make the first attempt without the 
use of ether, I do not hesitate to resort to this 
agent if I experience much difficulty in iatro- 
ducing the catheter, or if the patient’s urethra 
be very tender and irritable. Occasionally, too, 
the patient will be in a condition of demoraliza- 
tion, so much so as materially to interfere with 
your manipulations, until he is brought under the 
quieting influence of the ether. You mast bear in 
mind that catheterization for retention is al ways 
a delicate and often a difficult matter; and that 
in justice to yourself as well as to bring relief 
to your patient, you must give yourself the best 
chances in your operation; and these will, I 
think, be materially strengthened by the judi- 
cious use of the angzsthetic agent. - 

And now, Gentlemen, I close my remarks as 
I began them, by begging you to photograph 
upon your minds the appearance of the three 
lobes of the prostate gland upon the table. 
That gland is typical of a great class of cases, 
and if you but remember its physiognomy in the 
future, it may serve to give dexterity to your 
hand, and comfort to many a patient in time to 
come. 
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MEDICAL SOCcIETIES. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK. 


The Medical Society of the State of New 
York met February 4th, 1873, in the public 
hall, Perry building. The meeting was called 
| to order by the President, Dr. C. R. Agnew, of 
New York. 

Dr. Agnew thanked his associates for the 
great honor they had conferred on him in 
appointing him chairman of such an intellectual 
body of men, and asked their indulgence for 
any mistakes which he might inadvertently 
make in the discharge of his duties. He spoke 
of the great interest manifested by the public 
and press in sanitary science. In Great Britain 
these topics are receiving the greatest attention, 
especially that pertaining to sanitary measures; 
one thousand medical experts are required to 
carry out the Factory Act alone. We in this 
country have not paid sufficient attention to 
the same, but it is a subject of the most intense 
importance, and the resolutions passed at the 
last meeting should be studied with great atten- 
tion. After dwelling some time on the sani- 
tary system, the doctor said that prevention. 
is better than cure, and he was pleased to say 
that a bill had been presented by Mr. Patter- 
son, in the U.S. Senate, on sanitary science. 
He then urged upon the society to adopt some 
of the peculiarities of Harvard college for the 
medical schools, and any suggestions that the 
society threw out would not be refused by the 
medical schools, but received eagerly and 
gratefully. 

Attention was then drawn by the chairman 
to a revision of their code of laws, also to the 
want of room in hospitals for the paralytics 
and epileptics, giving several illustrations of 
such patients having to be taken to the insane 
asylum and rickety county houses, and urged 
upon the Society to make provision or to make 
it obligatory to have separate departments for 
these diseases. ‘The doctor, after alluding to 
the act passed last year respecting the exami- 
nations necessary for the conferring of degrees 
on students, concluded by declaring the meeting 
now open for discussion. - 

Dr. Eliot, chairman of the business commit- 
tee, announced a paper by Dr. George Burr, of 
Bioghampton, to be read by Dr. Wm. C. Wey, 
of Elmira, Dr, Burr being absent. Subject of 
paper: ‘‘A case of occlusion of the femoral 
artery from fracture of the femur, followed by 
mortification and amputation.” It was re- 
ferred to the committee en publication. The 
business committee also announced a paper by 
E. H. Bridges, of Ogdensburg. Subject: 
‘* Disease of the left ovary resulting in fatal 
hemorrhage.” Referred tv publishing com- 
mittee. 

The following papers were read by title: 
“ Obitaary Notice of Dr. Darius ee 
| Dr. B. F. Sherman; “Hernia,” by Dr. J. H- 
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Pooley, of Yonkers; ‘“‘The Effects of Railroad 
Travel on the Health of Women,”’ by Eli Van 
De Warker; “Idiopathic Peritonitis,’’ by Dr. 
Joseph Lewi, of Albany; all of which were re- 
ferred to the committee on publication. 

Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa, of New York, 
read a paper, entitled, “‘ History of the Pro- 
gress of Otology,’’ which was discussed by Dr. 
Knapp, of New York. It was referred to the 
publishing committee. 

Dr. Wm. B. Alley, of Nanda, read a paper 
on “The Ultimate Result of Nerve Injuries in 
Gunshot Wounds,”’ which was discussed by the 
members of the Society. 

The business committee inquired what dispo- 
sition the Society would direct in regard to 
papers of invited members. 

r. Roosa offered the following:— 

‘*Resolved, That the committee be requested 
to consider papers that may be presented by 
invited members of the Society, and cause 
them to be read if thought expedient.” 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


Dr. Agnew, President, in the chair. 

Dr. J. W.S. Gouley, of New York, read a 
paper on ‘Perineal Lithotomy,” which was 
discussed by Dr. Krackowizer, of New York, 
aod Dr. Hutchison, of Brooklyn. 

Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet read a paper on 
“Laceration of the Perineum, involving the 
Sphincter, and Operation for Securing Union of 
the Muscle.” It was referred to the committee 
on publication. 

Dr. E. H. Parker remarked upon a case of 
“ Dislocation of the Tarsus from the Astraga- 
lus,’’ exhibiting the specimen. 

Dr. E. M. Moore, of Rochester, read a paper 
on “Totra-Capsular Fracture,’’ illustrated by 
two cases. It was discussed by Dr. Gurdon 
Buck, Dr. Douglas and Dr. A. N. Bell. 

Dr. Eliot, from business committee, read the 
following papers by title, and they were referred 
to the publishing committee. 

‘‘Case of Fatty Tumors of the Abdomen,” 
by James S. Bailey, M. D. 

“Senile Hypertrophy of the Prostate 
Gland,’’ by James 8. Bailey, M. D. 

“ Unusual Case of Inflammation of the Uri- 
nary Organs,”’ by S. T. Clark, M. D. 

On motion, the society adjourned to meet at 
eight in the evening. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Society came together at 8 p. u., Dr. B. 
F. Sherman, Vice President, in the chair. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb, of Brooklyn, chairman of 
committee on pharmacopeeia, read his report. 
The report, on motion, was accepted. 

A paper entitled ‘‘ Dropsy after Scarlatina,”’ 
by Dr. George Douglas, was read by title and 
teferred to publication. committee. 

WEDNESDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The society re-convened this morning, Dr. C. 

. Agnew in the chair. 

Dr. F. N. Otis, of New York, read a paper 
on “ Strictures of the Male Urethra, with Re- 
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sults of Operation with the Dilating Urethro- 
tome.” 

Dr. James R. Leaming, of New York, read 
a paper on ‘‘ Plastic Exudation within the 
Pleura.” Referred to the publishing commit- 
tee. 

Dr. A. N. Bell read his report on the ‘‘Quaar- 
avtine establishment of New York,’ being a 
report of the committee on Hygiene. 

Dr. A. B. Burger, of Saratoga county, pre- 
sented a specimen of a diseased kidney, with a 
description of the case. It was referred to the 
publishing committee. 

Dr. Wm. T. Lusk, of New York, read a pa- 
per on the Pathology of Labor Pains. It was 
referred to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Gurdon Buck presented a case of recon- 
struction of the under lip. Referred. 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre read a paper on Diasta- 
sis of Head of Femur and Formation of Arti- 
ficial Hip Joint. Referred to the publishing 
committee. 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush read a paper op 
Hydrorrhes. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb reported from the commit- 
tee on Ethics regarding Niagara County Medi- 
cal Society. His report was unanimously 
adopted. 

An obituary of Dr. P. Van Olinda, by Dr. A. 
Van Derveer, was read by title and referred to 
the publishing committee. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The meeting was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Agnew. 

Dr. Jacobi, from the Committee on Found- 
ling Asylums, made his report. Dr. Joel Fos- 
ter made a minority report on the same. On 
motion the majority report was accepted and 
adopted. 

Dr. B. L. Hovey read a report of five con- 
secutive cases of Colles’ fracture. It was re- 
ferred to the publication committee. 

Dr. J. B. Gray exhibited to the Society 
micro-photographs of brain tissue. _- 

Dr. H. Knapp read a paper on ‘‘ Hemiopic 
and Sector-like Defects of the Field of Vision, 
and their Connection with Diseases of the 
Heart and Brain.” It was referred to the 
business committee. 

Dr. J. P. Palmer, of Victor, Ontario county, 
read a paper on “Spotted Fever.’’ 

Dr. Corliss read the ‘‘ Biography of Dr. B. P. 
Statts, of Albany.” 

The following papers were read by title and 
referred to the publishing committee:— 

‘«Three Cases of Abscess and Pelvic Peri- 
tonitis from Ulceration of the Appendix Ver- 
miformis Relieved by Operation,” by Dr. R. B. 
Bontecou, of Troy ; ‘Complete Dislocation of 
the Tenth Dorsal Vertebra Forwards,”’ by Dr. 
Graves, of Steuben county; ‘*On the Use of 
Atropine in Some Diseases of the Eye,” by Dr. 
Edwin Hutchinson, of Utica—sent as a com- 
munication by the Oneida County Medical So- 
ciety. 

The Society convened in the assembly cham- 
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ber at eight o’clock, to listen to the annual ad- 
dress by the President, Dr.C. R. Agnew. The 
address was very long, and the principal sub- 
jects touched upon were the necessity of special 
culture for any particular study; that general 
culture was a necessary preliminary to special 
study; that an academic education was neces- 
sary to the study of medicines properly, and to 
train the mind to educe from general principles 
practical results. He also spoke fully on the 
subject of sanitary arrangements in schools, 
illustrating the facts that bad ventilation and 
craraming education did more to shorten life by 
producing physical debility and mental imbe- 
cility than any other cause. ‘lhe doctor con- 
cluded by asking all the members, on returning 
to their respective homes, to look well to their 
schools, and remedy, if possible, the evils 
spoken of. 


THIRD DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


‘ The Society met at 9.30,a.m. The Presi- 
dent, Dr. Agnew, in the chair. Prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Mr. Reeves. The minutes 
were read and approved. 

Dr. Vander Poel, chairman of the committee 
on the President’s address, read their report, 
and after discussion it was accepted and 
adopted. 

Dr. Robertson, of Albany, read a paper en- 
titled. ‘‘ Cases in Practice.”’ Referred. 

Dr. J. Marion Sims read a paper entitled, 
“A case of Enucleation and removal of an 
Intra-Uterine Fibroid Tumor,’ with instru- 
ments for the same. Referred. 

Dr. Hermon Wendell was invited, with a 
number of other medical gentlemen, by the 
committee on receptions. 

Dr. Wm. ©. Wey read a paper entitled, 
“‘Scme observatious concerning the Hypoder- 
mic Injection of Ergot in Uterine Fibroids.” 

It was discussed by Drs. Sims and Squibb, 
and other gentlemen, and then referred to the 
committee on publication. 

Dr. J. N. Northrop, of Albany, presented a 
case of congenital loss of the right arm, with 
remarks upon it. 

Dr. Jacobi believed that it was a case of ar- 
rested development, the reasons for which he 
explained in full. 

The business committee read the following 
papers by title : 

enetrating gunshot wounds of cranium, 
with recovery. By A. Van Derveer, M. D. 

Sequellz of a case of purpura hemorrhagica. 
By H.S. Cranall, M. D. 

Dr. ©. Devol presented two pathological 
specimens. 

Dr. A. N. Bell offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee on 
Hygiene be added to, and hereafter recognized 
as one of the standing committees under sec- 
tion III, page 20, of Organization and By-Laws 
of the Society, and that said committee place 
itself in immediate correspondence with the 
county societies. 

Unanimously adopted. 
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Dr. A. N, Bell offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee on 
Hygiene consist of seven members, one of 
whom shall be Dr. C. R. Agnew ; the balance 
of the committee to be appointed by the chair, 

Adopted. 

The President appointed the following the 
Committee on Hygiene:—Drs. A. N. Bell, 8. 
O. Vander Poel, H. D. Didama, H. W. Dean, 
John Ordronaux, Stephen Smith, U. R. Agnew. 

The nominating committee reported through 
their Secretary, Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, as fol- 
lows: The committee on nominations have the 
honor to report that they have unanimously 
agreed to recommend to the society the follow- 
ing nominations to office for the ensuing year: 
For President, Dr. E. M. Moore, of Rochester; 
Vice President, Dr. Francis Burdick, of Johas- 
town; Secretary, Dr. William H. Bailey, of 
Albany; Treasurer, Dr. Charles H. Porter, of 
Albany. 

The gentlemen nominated by the nominating 
committee were unanimously elected. 

Dr. Jenkins offered a resolution, as.a part of 
the report of the committee, that no one should 
be eligible for election to permanent member- 
ship until he had been a delegate for three 
years, 

Dr. Squibb moved to amend this so as to re- 
quire delegates to be present at the meetings 
and serve for three years. After considerable 
discussion the resolution was carried as 
amended, and the report of the committee 
adopted. 

Dr. F. B. A. Lewis offered the following: 

Resolved, That this society extend their sin- 
cere thanks to the officers and members of the 
Albany County Medical Society for their mu- 
nificent entertainment and warm reception of 
lastevening. Carried. 

Dr. Agnew made a few appropriate remarks 
in conclusion of his service as president. 

On motion of Dr. Eliot, the society ad- 
journed. 

One prominent feature of this session was the 
discussion on sanitary science, and the appoint- 
ment of a committee to confer with similar 
committees of the different county societies. 
The usual number of papers were presented, 
but they lacked much of the originality which 
has formerly distinguished the papers of this 
society. Dr. F. N. Otis, of New York, ad- 
vanced some very original ideas on “ Stric- 
tures of the male Urethra,” and Dr. Moore, of 
Rochester, discussed ‘‘Intra-Capsular Frac- 
ture’ from a novel stand-point. The Presi- 
dent’s address was also worthy of note. This 
meeting of the society, on. the whole, will com- 
pare favorably with other years. 


NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 


Stated monthly meeting, January 23d, 1873. 
Clark Bell, Esq., President in the chair. 

Dr. F. D. Weisse read a lengthy paper on 
‘The Obligations and Responsibility of an 
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Administrator of Nitrous Oxide Gas and other 
Anesthetics.” The Doctor named the various 
remedies used as anzsthetics, described their 
individual effects, and stated that the responsi- 
bility depended on the selection of the patient, 
the purity of the article, the method of admin- 
istration, the recognition and proper : ttention 
to warning symptoms, and in having ready for 
timely use the most approved means for resus- 
citation. He, among other things, recom- 
mended that the Society consider the propriety 
of memorializing the Legislature in favor of 
the adoption of a law that would remedy exist- 
ing evils in the administration of anzsthetics. 

On motion, the paper was accepted and the 
thanks of the Society presented to the author. 
An instructive and very interesting discussion 
by the members followed. 

On motion, it was resolved that the Chair 
appoint a Committee to consider the subject of 

roper legal enactments to protect the admin- | 
istration of anzesthetics, and to frame an act | 
in relation thereto, with a view of submitting 
the same to the Legislature. 

The President appointed as such Committee: 
Dr. F..D. Weisse, Dr. Stephen Rogers, Dr. 
Fred. D. Leute, and R, S. Guernsey, Esq. 

Dr. Stephen Rogers called the attention of 
the Society to the law proposed by Dr. Van de 
Warker, in his paper, lately read before this 
Society, for the prevention and punishment of 
advertising nostrums and quack medicines for 
criminal and improper purposes. 

After discussion, it was moved and carried, 
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that the Chair appoint a Committee, with full 
power, to propose a bill, or amendments to Dr. 
Van de Warker’s bill, and urge its passage 
upon the Legislature. 

The Chair appointed as such Committee: Dr. 
Stephen Rogers, Dr. O’Sullivan, R. 8S. Guern- 
sey, Esq., Dr. Weisse, and Hon. Geo. H. Yea- 
man. 

The attention of the Society was called to 
the law reported from a Committee of this bod 
last year, in behalf of the uneducated deaf- 
mutes, which passed one House, and failed, for 
want of time only, of final passage. It was 
moved and carried, that the former Committee 
be authorized and instrueted to continue in 
charge of the subject, and to urge the passage 
of the bill submitted last year. The Committee 
was: J. F. Miller, Esq., Clark Bell, Esq., 0. C. 
Warfield, Esq., and Prof. Peel, of the Deaf 
and Dumb Asylum. The Chair appointed Dr. 
KE. C. Harwood as an additional member of this 
Committee. 

The Chair called the attention of the Society 
to the act proposed by the Hon. H. L. Clinton, 
in regard to the defence of insanity in criminal 
cases, affecting trials, and recommended the 
subject as a proper one for its action. On mo- 
tion, the Chair was authorized to appoint a 
Committee upon the subject of the law, as pro- 
posed by Mr. Clinton and vow before the toe 
islature, with full power to examine and report 
upon the subject to the Society. The Chair 
stated that he would hereafter announce that 
Committee. 
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The Blister-Treatment of Rheumatism. 
Dr. T. B. PEAcockK, of St. Thomas’ Hos- 
pital, says in the British Medical Journal:— 


I have now been in the regular use of the 
blister-treatment of rheumatism since 1865. 
When I first employed it, it was only tenta- 
tively, one, two, or three blisters being ap- 
plied at the same time or in succession, and 
in conjunction with other remedial means, 
and the general impression which I formed 
was not very favorable. Subsequently, I 


was induced to apply the blisters much 
more freely, three or four, or even six, at a 
time, and in rapid succession a still larger 





number, and I have been led to form a high 


opinion of their usefulness when thus used, 
and to confirm what has been said in favor 
of the treatment by Dr. Davies. The blis- 
ters are generally two or three inches wide, 
and sufficiently long to encircle the limb. 
They are placed above the chief joints that 
are affected, and are usually put on in the 
after part of the day; in the morning, or 
when they have risen sufficiently, the serum 
is let out and the surfaces are covered with 
warm linseed-meal poultices, and these are 
continued for several days. The treatment 
has been objected to as unnecessarily severe 
and attended with much suffering to the pa- 
tient, but this is not correct. I scarcely re- 
member an instance in which the patient, 
though specially questioned on the subjeet, 
has found fault with the treatment; and I 
have often heard them say that the pain 
caused by the blister is not to be compared 
with that of the rheumatism. Nor have [ 
ever seen any serious inconvenience of any 
other kind caused by the blisters. Some- 
times, however, there is a temporary in- 
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crease of suffering when the blisters begin 
to draw, and the temperature rises, and the 
 natage are restless at night; but generally 

ere is very marked amendment in the 
morning, both the swelling, tenderness, and 

— being reduced, and the constitutional 

isturbance relieved. In some cases, how- 
ever, the local symptoms may not be imme- 
diately benefited to any marked degree, 
and the blisters must be repeated, being ap- 
plied above to the seat of the first vesication; 
or, after a few days’ cessation, the same 
joint may be again affected, and in this case 
too the blistering must be repeated. The 
occurrence of second attacks in the joints 
first affected is not, however, by any means 
confined to cases treated by blisters, but 
equally occurs when constitutional means 
have been had recourse to. 

_ Generally with the local means, constitu- 
tional remedies, especially the bicarbonate 
and nitrate or tartrate of potash, are given 
more or less freely, according to the severity 
of the symptoms. The cases in which I 
have employed the blister-treatment are the 
following. 

First, when several joints are coincidently 
and severely affected, the sufferings of the 
patient are great, the constitutional disturb- 


ance severe, and the temperature high ; in | 


eases of this kind, three, four, or even six 
or more blisters are applied immediately 
the patient is seen, and as many more may 
be put on in the course of afew days, in 
rapid succession, as other joints are involved, 
or when those first blistered are not materi- 
ally relieved or again become affected. 
From this treatment [ have seen the most 
satisfactory results, both the local and gene- 
ral symptoms being greatly relieved by the 
free blistering, and the duration of the dis- 
ease being curtailed. It is evident also that, 
if the active stage of the disease be short- 
ened, as this is the period during which the 
internal complications are most apt to oc- 
cur, the frequency of such complications will 
be lessened. It is in cases of this kind that 
the blister-treatment is most efficacious, the 
benefit obtained being apparently directly 
proportionate to the number of joints coin- 
cidently affected, to the severity of the local 
symptoms, and to the freedom with which 
the blisters are applied to the whole of the 

arts involved, so that an immediate and 

ecided impression is produced upon the 
disease. In cases where only two or three 
oints are affected, though these may be all 

listered, the relief obtained to the constitu- 
tional disturbance is less decided, and where 
the paras are rather diffused over all parts 
of the body than limited to certain joints, 
the remedy cannot be satisfactorily em- 
ployed. I have mentioned that the occur- 
rence of internal complications may be pre- 
vented by the early and free employment of 
blistering ; but in some cases we have proof 
of much more decided benefit being pro- 
duced, for I have seen cases in which there 
were very threatening symptoms of cardiac 
disturbance, such as are ordinarily followed 
by serious disease of the pericardium or 
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valves, entirely relieved by the free blister- 
ing of the inflamed joints, and the cardiac 
symptoms apparently arrested. 

In cases of this kind, the free discharge 
from the vesicated surfaces operates appa- 
rently as an outlet to the materies morbi, 
and so causes the disease to exhaust itself on 
the external and less important parts of the 
body. So satisfied have I been with the ef- 
fects of the blister-treatment in cases of in- 
tense rheumatic fever, that I have gradually 
reduced the use of the internal remedies, 
giving much smaller doses of the bicarbon- 
ate or nitrate of potash, or only employing 
coincidently some slight diaphoretic, as the 
tartrate of potash. 

Secondly, I have known very satisfactory 
results from the blister-treatment in cases in 
which the symptoms, both constitutional 
and local, were less severe, but where the 
patient’s strength was greatly reduced either 
from previous attacks of rheumatism or 
other cause, or when the heart was alread 
| seriously diseased. In cases of this kind, 
the use of remedies which exercise any de- 
pressing influence is to be avoided if possi- 
ble. I have, therefore, sometimes relied on 
the blister-treatment alone, or in combina- 
tion with tonics, quinine and iron, and with 
very good results. The blisters, even though 
| freely applied, do not depress the strength 
| so much as the use of alkalies or other con- 
| stitutional remedies. When the heart is 
| diseased from a previous rheumatic attack, 
and when, as is generally the case, the pa: 
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tient is very anemic, the use of depress 
remedies is especially objectionable, 
such cases, also, the attack should be ar- 
rested as quickly as possible, lest the heart 
should again become involved; and I know 
no means so likely to accomplish this as 
the free blistering of all the affected joints. 

Thirdly, another class of cases, in which 
the rheumatic affection rather involves the 
smaller joints, what is often called rheu- 
matic gout, and in which the constitutional 
disturbance is of a more subacute character, 
is also very often benefited by the use of 
blisters, though less decidedly than the two 
other forms of disease. In cases of this 
kind the blisters need not, however, be em- 
ployed so freely as in the former cases; I 
also generally combine them with the inter- 
nal-administration of small doses of iodide 
of potassium, bicarbonate of potash and col- 
chicum, and often with bark or quinine. 
As we all know, cases of this kind are very 
apt to be tedio.is, whatever be the plans of 
treatment which we adopt; but I believe 
that the combination of local and general 
remedies which I have named is generany 
the most efficacious means of relief. 

Lastly, there are cases in which the dis- 
ease rather assumes the neuralgic than the 
ordinary rheumatic form, where the pains 
follow the course of certain nerves, and are 
often very persistent, in which the applica- 
tion of blisters is very beneficial. The treat- 
ment is a very old one, but it is one which 
has perhaps of late years received less atten- 
tion than it deserves. 
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-REVIEWs AND Boox NorICEs. 


NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 

—The National Medical Journal of Wash- 
ington, the Journal of the Gynecological 
Society of Boston, and the Journal of Psy- 
chological Medicine of New York, have 
ceased publication. 


—The department of “‘ Nature and Science” 
in Scribner's Monthly is edited by Prof. 
JoHN C. DRAPER, M. D. A “ Year Book 
of Nature and Science,’’ for 1872, under his 
editorial supervision, will soon appear from 
the press of SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & Co. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Ob- 
stetrics. By Wm. H. Byford, A. M., M. 
D., etc. Second edition, thoroughly re- 
vised. New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 
1873. 1 vol., 8vo, cloth, pp. 469. 


The work of the Chicago Professor here 
presented in a second edition well deserves 
the popularity it has attained. As acom- 
pendium of the obstetrical art, few that have 
issued from the American press rank ahead 
of it. Avoiding prolixity, and the discus- 
sion of points merely theoretical, the author 
has endeavored to give the profession a sy- 
nopsis of the certainly known and the prac- 
' tical. In many instances, as for example, 
the manual depression of the uterus in order 
to explore its cavity with the finger, mani- 
pulations of a novel character are described 
with great lucidity. 

The present edition has been rewritten in 
part and carefully revised, so as to exclude 
nothing which the student or practitioner 
of the day would be required to know in 
thisdepartment. Without discussing mooted 
points, the author usually expresses his own 
convictions decidedly. He refers, for in- 
stance, to the doubt cast upon the doctrine 
of superfetation, but declares his belief in 
its possibility, and gives two examples cer- 
tainly difficult to explain by any other theo- 
ry. 

The work is printed on tinted paper, and 
the wood-cuts, which are numerous and 
well-engraved, are printed with exceeding 
clearness. Indeed, it is gratifying to wit- 
hess the improvement in the manufacture 
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of medical books which has been introduced 
in the last few years by several publishing 
houses, especially those of New York City. 
In these respects, 7. ¢. paper, ink, press- 
work, etc., the Philadelphia houses have 
not manifested equal energy; yet, especially 
in illustrated works, these are important 
accessories. _ 


Contributions to Mental Pathology. By G. Ray, 
M.D. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1873. 
1 vol., 12mo. pp. 553. 


The works of Dr. Ray, on “ The Medical 
Jurisprudence of Insanity,’’ and ‘‘ Mental 
Hygiene,’”’ have long been known to the 
alienists and advocates, both of this country 
and Europe, as standard treatises of the first 
order of merit. Both professions, therefore, 
will welcome another book from his pen ; 
and not less so one, as this before us, made 
up of a series of essays on various cognate 
topics relating to the vast question of mental 
disease in its manifold social, legal and thera- 
peutical relations. 

Most of the articles have appeared pre- 
viously in various medical and legal periodi- 
cals, but as these have but limited circula- 
tions, general usefulness could only be given 
to such studies by combining them in one 
volume. The subjects which Dr. Ray treats 
are the following: causes of insanity; sta- 
tistics of insanity; objections to moral 
insanity considered; doubtful recoveries; 
delusions and hallucinations ; confinement 
of the insane; the law of insanity in crimi- 
nal cases; the trials of various criminals 
alleged insane; insanity of seduced or de- 
serted women; discussions of several will- 
cases; medical experts; insanity of King 
George the Third ; Shakspeare’s illustrations 
of insanity ; and illustrations of insanity by 
distinguished English writers. 

Ata period in history when the relations 
of action to responsibility are exciting so 
much attention as at present, when the plea 
of insanity is the armor of proof for so many 
criminals, and when, on the other hand, the 
pressure of our civilization is disturbing the 
balance of so many minds, and leading them 
to steps for which they are not rightly ac- 
countable, few questions deserve fuller con- 
sideration than these discussed by Dr. Ray. 
That they are set forth with the strictest 
regard to scientific accuracy and an earnest 
desire for the precise truth, free from bias or 
preference, the reputation of the earnest 
author is a sufficient guarantee. 
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uw Medical Societies and Clinical Reports, Notes 
and Observations, Foreign and Domestic Corres- 
pondenee, News, etc., etc., of general medical in- 
terest, are respectfully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as 
require original experimental research, analysis, 
or observation, will be liberally paid for. 

wr To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- 
sion. 

ww Subscribers are requested to forward to us 
copies of newspapers containing reports of Medi- 
cal Society meetings, or other items of special 
medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience of 
country practitioners, many of whom possess a 
fund of information that rightfully belongs to the 
profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all respon- 
sibility for statements made over the names of 
correspondents. 








THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CITIES IN 
REGARD TO THE SPREAD OF 
SMALL-POX. 

Great cities are spoken of by a distin- 


guished writer as “ great sores on the body. 


politic.”” A city afflicted with small-pox, as 
Philadelphia was a year ago, and as Boston 
is this winter, isindeed ‘‘a great sore,’ a 
cancer, which sends its roots out and infects 
the whole country around, which is com- 
pelled to have more or less communication 
with it. Thus, the small-pox has been 
spread from Boston throughout all the 
smaller towns of New England. 

At a hearing of a committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature recently, in relation to 
the prevention of small-pox a member of 
the House, from Boston, said: ‘He felt 
deeply the disgrace which had fallen upon 
the city through the action of a few men in 
the Board of Health, who had blocked the 
wheeis of justice and humanity. There 
were five hundred graves of the best citi- 
zens for which they were responsible, and 
he thought they could be indicted for man- 
slaughter.”’ 

While it is true that some of the “ best 
citizens ’’ do fall victims to the disease, by 
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far the greater number are found among the 
dissipated and shiftless denizens of our 
lanes and alleys. But there should be al- 
most absolute protection from this disease, 
and our Legislators and Boards of Health 
are responsible for its prevalence. There 
should be compulsory vaccination ; not only 
compulsory on thesubject, but on the admin- 
istrator. The lawshould compel physicians . 
to look after the families they attend and see 
that they are vaccinated. The presentstate of 
things in regard to the prevalence of small- 
pox is simply disgraceful and criminal. In 
our large cities the work of vaccination 
should be done systematically, frequently 
and thoroughly, under proper inspection. 
Our cities could well afford to pay the ex- 
pense of inspectors, whose duty it should be 
to see that the work is done. 


Ata meeting of the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, of Providence, R. I., on the 29th 
ult., Dr. SNow, Superintendent of Health, 
made a verbal report in relation to the sub- 
ject of small-pox. He said there had been, 
in all, forty-five cases of small-pox in the 
city since the first of December. This in- 
cluded all cases, some so slight as hardly to 
be recognized. Eighteen of these came di- 
rectly from Boston, and others indirectly. 
Of the whole number, fifteen only had: been 
sent to the hospital at Field’s Point. At the 
present .time there is only one case at the 
hospital, and three in the city outside the 
hospital, all convalescent. 

In conclusion he said there was one thing 
he wished to say, and to call especial atten- 
tion to the statement. It was, ‘‘ Thatif vac- 
cination was thoroughly attended to in the 
city in the fature, as it had been in the past, 
no very extensive nor expensive hospital 
accommodations for small-pox would be 
necessary; but if vaccination was not at- 
tended to and kept up, no hospital could be 
built large enough to accommodate the pa- 
tients when the disease was prevalent. Vac- 
cination was of the first importance, and 
without it all other preventives would fail.” 
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The Dr. referred to the present experience of 
Boston in confirmation of this view. . 

The above will serve to show how small- 
pox is sent out from Boston as a centre, and 
the faith of the Superintendent of Health 
of Providence in the effectual eradication of 
the disease, or its confinement within bounds 
if it does occur. Providence is a large city, 
but we hear of no small-pox being sent out 
of it. 


——__—___—_o <> o —_____ -- 
A COLLEGE FOR NURSES. 

They seem to be in a fair way of estab- 
lishing a college for nurses in New York 
city. This is being done under the auspices 
of the State Charities Aid Society, one of 
those beautiful organizations of ladies of 
which we spoke last week. They are mak- 
ing rapid progress toward raising the sum 
of $20,000 for the purpose of inaugurating 
the enterprise. Theschool is proposed to be 
connected with Bellevue Hospital. The 
New York Daily Times says, ‘‘The ladies 
propose to have the control in nursing, at 
first, of only six wards. They hope then to 
establish a college for the training of nurses, 
which shall become a recognized institution. 
Branches of this college will be established 
in connection with hospitals for particular 
diseases, so that in time, nurses trained for 
special diseases will be found as easily as 
physicians. Connected with the college 
will be a home for the lady superintendent 
and nurses, where they may find relaxation 
and rest after their depressing labors in the 
hospitals. The nurses trained by the col- 
lege will receive a diploma or certificate, 
renewable at fixed periods, so that this 
institution can protect the public from im- 
position, and constantly send forth profes- 
sional nurses. It is intended that the lady 
superintendent shall be a woman of cultiva- 
tion and superior education, and the head 
nurses will be chosen with the utmost care. 
The ladies hope to obtain them from a com- 
paratively superior class—such as the daugh- 
ters and widows of clergymen, professional 
men, and farmers throughout New England 
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and the Northern States; women who have 
received a fair education, and expect to earn 
their own bread. The lady superintendent 
and the head nurses will receive very fair 
salaries, while the probationers who are 
learning the business will obtain only 
moderate wages.’’ 


Notres AND CoMMENTS. 


Professor Tyndall. 

Professor TyNDALL, who has been lectur- 
ing for several weeks in this country, left 
for England again two weeks since. He 
has been quite liberal with the proceeds of 
his lectures, having placed $15,000 in the 
hands of a committee for the support of one 
or two young men desiring to follow the 
pursuit of science as a profession, and given 
$500 to the Yale Scientific Club, in order to 
found a prize in the Scientific School to be 
called the Tyndall prize, and $1500 to the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Washington. 


Suppression of Quackery- 

A Bill is before the New York Legislature 
intended to curtail some of the more appa- 
rent abuses of quackery, such as advertise- 
ments of abortionists, indecent and swind- 
ling advertisements and circulars, pictures, 
etc. May it be passed and enforced! 


Urticaria from Privy Seats. 

In the Berliner Klinisehe Wochenschrift 
Dr. H6FuinG reports he has often observed 
urticaria around the anus from the use of 
unclean privies. He regards it as produced 
by the mould which clings around such 
places, and which acts as an irritant and local 
poison. 


That Newburyport Ghost. 

A respected correspondent at Newbury- 
port, Mass., takes our recent editorial on the 
reported antics of the boy with the “ pale, 
beautiful face and mild blue eyes,” in all 
seriousness. We simply took a readable 
“ghost story ’’ from a local paper, for the 
purpose of making a point on it against the 
habit in some schools of over-tasking the 
scholars with studies out of school hours, not 
supposing that in so. doing we would seri- 
ously lead any one to think that we believe 
in ghosts, or even in so-called “spiritual 
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manifestations.”” Indeed, we have tried our 
best to see some of these ‘‘ manifestations ;” 
but somehow there has always been so much 
of the material about us that where we are 
this sort of spirits are not, and we are no 
“ materialist ’’ either. 





8a"We would call the attention of our 


- readers to an advertisement offering some of 


the publications of the New Sydenham So- 
ciety, at very low prices. A small stock only 
of each of the publications offered is on 
hand. Those desiring to purchase should 
therefore apply soon. 








News AND MIscELLANY. 


Suit against a Physician for neglect of Vac- 
cination. 


George Knacker vs. Charles Zoller. In 
this case — and defendant are neigh- 
bors, residing in adjoining houses on N. 
Fifth street, in this city, and the latter is a 
povacen. Plaintiff alleged that in Novem- 

r, 1871, when the small-pox was first pro- 
nounced to be epidemic in this city, he 
called Dr. Zoller into his house to vaccinate 
his child, an infant not quite a year old; 
the doctor performed the operation, and was 
paid his fee. The vaccination failed to 
** take,” and when this was ascertained the 
doctor was again called upon with regard to 
the matter, but said he did not then have 
any good virus. After several visits in this 
connection the doctor said he would see 
that the child was properly vaccinated, and 
the family need not feel alarmed. However, 
he did not perform the operation again, and 
in March following the child was stricken 
with the disease and died. Plaintiff claims 
that the doctor expressly took charge of the 
case, and neglected it, first, in not vaccinat- 
ing properly when he undertook the opera- 
tion in February, and afterwards in not vac- 
cinating at all’ when he was required and 
promised to do it, from which alleged negli- 
gence the death of the child resulted, and 
for this it is sought to hold him responsible 
in damages. Judgment of nonsuit was en- 
tered against the plaintiff. 





—Ninety-six of the doctors of Montreal 
have signed a paper designed to ‘‘undeceive 
the public mind of the mischievous error that 
alcoholic liquors are beneficfal.’’? They de- 
clare that “abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors would greatly promote the health, 
morality and happiness of the people.”’ 


—One hundred and sixty-eight persons 


over seventy years old died in Providence | a 
in 1872. The number jn 1871 was one hun- 
dred and sixty-nine, 
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—Dr. Las Vignes, a French physician of 
Virginia City, Nevada, and a pioneer of 
California, while mixing himself a custom- 
drink in a drug-store, Feb. 10th, by 
mistake substituted aconite for bitters, and 
died in a few hours. 


—Mrs. Silas Babcock, of Wayne, Ashta- 
bula county, aged twenty-four, died recent- 
ly, from the effect of an overdose of hydrate 
of chloral administered by a physician at 
her own request, for the purpose of extract- 
ing teeth. 

—Dr. H. C. Perkins, of Newburyport, a 
widely-known and highly-respected physi- 
cian, died suddenly, Feb. 1st. 

—Dr. Donnelly, of Hamilton, Canada, 


was found dead in his office Tuesday night. 
It is supposed that he committed suicide. 


MARRIAGES. 


Aatn—HuTcuHiIson.—Jan. 30th, by the Rev. S. W. 
Edmiston, Dr. Charles C. Agin and Miss Lucretia 
R. Hutchisof&i, all of Dent, Hamilton County, Ohio. 


Coox—Hoprktins.—In Wilkesbarre, Pa., Dec. 18th, 








by Rev. A. D. Wyatt, Albert D. Cook and Miss” 


Delia Hopkins, daughter of E. B. Hopkins, M. D., 
all of Wilkesbarre. 


Dickson—WatTson.—Jan. 30th, by Rev. D. R. 
Kerr, D. D., assisted by Rev. &. A. Dyke, pf Toron- 
to, Canada, Dr. Jos. N. Dickson, of Pittsburg, and 
Miss Hannah B. Watson, daughter of Robert Wat- 
son, of Sewickley, Pa. 


FRANCIS—SHETZLINE.-Feb, 20th, by the Rev. S. A. 
K, Francis, Dr. L. K. Francis and Miss Annie L. 
Shetzline, both of this city. 


LaLtor—GRAmMBO.—In this city, Jan. 30th, by the 
Rev, J. W. Claxton, Dr. William 8, Lalor, of Tren- 
ton, N. J., and Annie E , daughter of the late Hen- 
ry Grambo. 


Leze—Wrieat.—In Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 1873, by 
the Rev. David H. Moore, at the residence of the 
bride’s father, Theodore H, Lee and Eloise, only 
daughter of Dr. M. B. Wright. 


Pootz—Prrery.—At the Parsonage, Jan. 1st, b 

Rev. G. R. Bent, Willard H. Poole, ¥sq., of South 

Walpole, Mass., and Miss Adella P. Perry, young- 

fo daughter of Dr. H.C. Perry, of Foxborough, 
ass. 


Weston—Wasaeurne.—Feb. llth, by Rey. Hen- 
ry Ward Beecher, James C. Weston, M. D., of Ban- 

or, Me., and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Washburne, of 

rooklyn. : ° 





DEATHS. 





Borrowe.—At Seabright, N. J., Feb. 9th, J. Hal- 
lett Borrowe, M. D., in the 66th year of his age. 


Bracken.—At his residence in Jersey, Ohio, Dec. 
20th, of diseas; of the heart, William UC. Bracken, 
M. D. 


Manon.—In Smyrna, Delaware, on the 3d inst., 
Charles L. Mahon, M. D. 


SoutveLty.—On the 7th inst., at Chambersburg, 
Pa., after a lingering illness, in the 60th year of 
his age, George P. Schively, M. D., formerly of 
Philadelphia. 

TitswortH.—Feb. Ist, at Decker Town, John 
Titsworth, M. D., aged 79 years, 9 months and jl 
ays. 

Van Zanvt.—In New York, Feb. 11th, William L., 
s0n of the late Dr. Peter Van Zandt. 
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